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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
I am grateful for the opportunity to
serve as President of the Society for
Experimental Mechanics. To be able to
help mark the 75th anniversary of the
Society this year is truly an honor. The
Society has been such an important
part of my career as a mechanician. My
interactions began as an undergraduate
and continued through graduate school
and my faculty career. I have appreciated
the camaraderie and support of my
colleagues within the Society and I
hope to continue to be able to give back
through my service in this position.

Wendy Crone, SEM President, 2018-2019
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The members of SEM have built an
incredibly successful society with a
unique and vibrant character that values
friendly and inclusive interactions,
promotes collaboration, and supports
the development of our early career
members, while holding high standards
and advancing the field of mechanics.
This is all possible because of the time
and energy invested by many individuals
over the last 75 years. I particularly
appreciate the efforts and groundwork
of my predecessors, most recently our
outgoing President Kathryn Dannemann
and Past President Peter Avitable. I am
also especially thankful for the help
of Kristin Zimmerman and Jon Rogers
through the transitions we are making in
the operations of the Society.
With the commitment and diligent
efforts of the fantastic staff members
within the Society headquarters, we are
able to thrive as an organization that
is run by its members for its members

so that we all benefit through the
advances in our field. Thank you to all the
members that have already contributed
in numerous ways – presenting and
organizing sessions in our conferences,
supporting our journals as reviewers
and editors, and providing leadership
in innumerable roles both formal and
informal. For those who are just starting
out with the Society or those who have
been engaged but looking to deepen
their involvement, I encourage you to
contact any of the Society leadership to
identity additional connections that you
can make with the work of SEM. There are
many ways to get involved and to serve
the Society and through that service I
anticipate that you will have benefits
that you did not initially appreciate.
As the earliest field of engineering,
mechanics continues to be foundational
and fundamental while also being
cutting edge and trailblazing. Our
conferences demonstrate this and
give us opportunities to highlight our
own work, learn about the work of our
colleagues, and explore ways to move
the field forward to make advancements
in technical problem areas critical to
human endeavors.
IMAC continues to grow and advance.
Attendance at this conference has been
steadily rising over the last 8 years and
we welcome two new technical divisions
connected to IMAC: Nonlinear Structures
& Systems and Dynamic Substructures.
IMAC 36 included a keynote by Jason
Foley of the U.S. Air Force’s European
Continued
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Office of Aerospace Research and Development in London and
SAGE Publishing Young Engineer Lecture by Jacob Dodson of
the Air Force Research Laboratory at Eglin Air Force Base. As
the conference tag line tells us, “It’s not just modal anymore!”
The SEM Annual Conference this year celebrates a milestone
anniversary, taking the opportunity to look back on where
we have been and what we have accomplished, while also
highlighting recent advances in mechanics that takes us to
new frontiers. Beyond the activities at the conference that
focused on the history of the Society, Cesar Sciammarella
prepared “The Old and New… A Narrative on the History of
the Society for Experimental Mechanics” which has been
published by Morgan & Claypool. In addition to a special
keynote presentation by John Rogers of Northwestern
University, the prestigious William M. Murray lecture by FuPen Chiang of SUNY at Stony Brook and the Springer/Nature
Publishing Young Investigator lecture by Leslie Lamberson of
Drexel University, the conference hosts a special symposium
on “The Impact of Digital Image Correlation on Experimental
Mechanics in the 21st Century” in honor of Michael Sutton. This
is a special opportunity for reflection on the development of
Digital Image Correlation (DIC) and examples of its widespread
impact on a range of application areas.
As we move forward into the next 75 years of SEM, we will
continue to evolve through the technical advances of our
members, the guidance of our editors and technical divisions,
and the leadership of our officers and board members. My
goals are intended to focus on the ongoing efforts of the
Society to:
Continue our traditions while supporting a path forward for
SEM that takes the Society toward the next 75 years;
Support the technical expertise of our members and help
them to showcase their research accomplishments; and
Grow our early career membership while continuing to provide
ways for all of our members to engage with SEM.
Critical to the advancement of the Society are the people who
make it all happen. SEM relies on its members and its staff to
make our ideas and plans into the Society’s future. To help
make this possible, I make the following appointments for the
2018-2019 year:
Kristin Zimmerman as Secretary of the Society
Jon Rogers as Treasurer
Kathryn Dannemann, Immediate Past President, as Chair of
Administrative Council
John Lambros, President-Elect, as Chair of the Technical
Activities Council
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Daniel Rixen, Vice President, as Chair of National M e e t i n g s
Council
Matthew Allen, At-Large Board Member as Executive Board
Representative to IMAC Advisory Board
Babak Moaveni, as Vice-Chair of the Applications Committee
Y.J. (Bill) Chao, as Vice-Chair of the Education Committee
K.T. Ramesh, as Vice-Chair of the National Meetings Council
Jason Blough (IMAC), At-Large Board Member as Vice-Chair of
Technical Activities Council
Michael Todd (IMAC), At-Large Board Member as Vice-Chair of
Editorial Council
Bonnie Antoun, At-Large Board Member as Vice-Chair of
Administrative Council
Raman Singh, At-Large Board Member as Vice-Chair of the
Research Committee
I look forward to continuing to work with these individuals as
well as others in leadership roles in the Society this year.

Wendy Crone
SEM President
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIREC TOR
With this message, I would like to share with you a few highlights
from our 2018 Conference and Exposition on Experimental and
Applied Mechanics held at the Hyatt Regency in Greenville, SC.
The conference celebrated SEM’s 75th Anniversary with an
outstanding technical program with special symposia, sessions,
and keynotes. I want to personally thank all of the session
organizers for their tireless work in creating a very memorable
conference program; Professor Ghatu Subhash for designing a
logo representing a history of the technical areas covered by
SEM’s Annual conference; and SEM’s Historian, Professor Cesar
A. Sciammarella for writing a narrative of SEM’s past 75 years.
We now have a document that we can continue to add to as
SEM continues to grow and expand its conference footprint
and membership.
Our theme for SEM 2019 is: Expanding the Boundaries of
Mechanics. Our conference will be held at the Peppermill Resort
in Reno, Nevada, June 3-6, 2019. This is a new conference venue
for SEM’s Annual. The outcomes from the Technical Division
(TD) meetings in planning for 2019 was exciting so please look
for the call for papers in August to be sure to submit a paper
to join us.
Our Executive Board, Councils, Committees and Technical
Divisions accomplished a great deal and I look forward to
sharing what is in the planning for the 2019 Technical Program
as we continue to tap into the new energy that I am feeling
amongst our conference attendees and members.
During the Annual Conference the Editors-in-Chief of our
three Journals held their respective Editorial and Advisory
Board meetings and continued their efforts on increasing
communication across the TDs, journal editors and boards to
grow greater coordination and benefit to the membership. We
need to learn where our conference attendees are publishing
their work to better understand how to promote member
submissions to Experimental Mechanics (EM), Experimental
Techniques (ET) or the Journal of Dynamic Behavior of
Materials (JDBM). I would like to highlight that EM’s impact
factor is at an all-time high of 2.319. SEM is providing three
peer-reviewed journals for conference attendees to publish in.
Please consider writing a paper representing the work that you
presented at the conference.

conferences so please update this information as soon as
possible to be sure that your profiles are current.
I want to take this opportunity to speak to two personnel
updates at SEM. First, SEM welcomes Joanna Schneider to the
staff as communications manager. Joanna will be focusing on
updates to the website and will continue to support Nuno with
the day-to-day management of the journals. Second, please
congratulate Nuno Lopes on his promotion to Managing
Director of SEM. Nuno is currently the Managing Editor of
our journals and communications Director. Nuno will take on
additional leadership roles and responsibilities working closely
with me.
I want to extend a special thank you to the staff of SEM for their
tireless work in putting together two outstanding conferences
this year, for being there to answer the numerous emails from
the conference attendees and members in preparation for the
conferences, and for all of the other things that they do, dayin and day-out to continue SEM’s strong growth trajectory. I
invite you to send an email to Jen, Shari, Nuno, Joanna and
Sharon to acknowledge the work that they do on your behalf
and on behalf of SEM. Thank You!!
I look forward to your questions and comments so please don’t
hesitate to email or call.
See you in Reno, NV in June 2019!

Kristin Zimmerman,
Executive Director

Where do we continue to need your help? We are focusing
our website efforts on membership communications and
conference technical programming. The web events platform
helps with coordination of your conference registration with
your membership profiles. We will continue to need your input,
your guidance, and especially your patience and support to be
sure sem.org is your ‘go-to’ website for all things regarding
SEM and the mechanics community. The information in your
member profile is how we communicate with you in between
E x p e r i m e nt a ll y Sp e a k i n g… | Au g u s t 2018
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NEWS

JOURNALS UPDATE
The Society’s three peer-reviewed journals continue to build upon their successful foundations. The hard work and dedication
of those individuals serving as editor-in-chief, technical editors and supporting staff have provided a platform for the sharing
of research and ideas. We wish to encourage you, the authors without whom the journals’ success would not be possible, to
continue submitting high-quality manuscripts and spread the word to colleagues. Please visit sem.org/journals to submit or log
in to sem.org as a member to access the journals electronically as part of your membership benefits.

E XPERIMENTAL MECHANICS
Thanks to the efforts
of its Editorial Board
and the quality of
papers submitted by all
authors, Experimental
Mechanics’ impact factor
is now at 2.319, an alltime high. The Editorial
and
International
Boards of Experimental
Mechanics invite all SEM
members to submit your
outstanding research to
Experimental Mechanics
and help further propel
the reputation of our Society and continue the lasting
contributions of Experimental Mechanics.

E XPERIMENTAL TECHNIQUES
At IMAC this year, we
updated the ET title
tagline and the aims
and scope in order to be
more relevant and open
to our IMAC conference
attendees and authors,
whose focus is largely
in the area of structural
dynamics. We would
like to encourage more
submissions from
the IMAC community
and we will monitor
closely to see if this is
achieved. Please take a look at the new ET and consider
submitting a paper. We aim to provide a thorough yet
fair and quick review process before publication.
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DYNAMIC BEHAVIOR OF MATERIALS
The Journal of Dynamic
Behavior of Materials is
off to a great start with
outstanding submissions
from Australia, Canada,
China, Finland, France,
Italy, Japan, Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia, Korea,
Luxemburg,
Norway,
Qatar, Russia, South Africa,
Sweden,
Switzerland,
United Kingdom, and the
United States of America.
Volumes 1 and 2 have
contained
86
papers
encompassing experimental and theoretical studies of metals,
polymers, glasses, composites, granular materials, explosives,
biological materials, geological materials, phase transitions,
and structural response. The journal includes application
and development of techniques including split Hopkinson
pressure bar, Kolsky bar, plate impact with light gas guns and
powder guns, Taylor anvil, spectroscopy- and pyrometrybased shock temperature measurements, optical and x-ray
imaging methods, interferometry and velocimetry techniques,
dynamic fracture, laser based dynamic drivers, penetration and
ballistics, Equation of State and Spall Failure. Our publishing
partner Springer Nature has made the first two years of papers
freely available online at http://www.springer.com/materials/
special+types/journal/40870.
Starting with Volume 3 in 2017 JDBM articles are now available
through a subscription or freely with your SEM membership
through the SEM website. The journal is filling a longstanding
significant gap for a home for high strain rate and dynamic
loading research within the SEM community and broader field.
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SEMEF
We are working to build out a more robust and informative
page for our Educational Foundation. Students are an integral
part of the SEM community and the Society wants to ensure
communication and availability of information on symposia,
scholarship information and awards are readily available.
Look for this updated page in the coming weeks.

MEMBER CORNER
In an effort to give members what is relevant, we are introducing a new
feature that allows you to ask questions and provide answers. The topics
are set by you and your interests and questions can range from detailed
to broad in scope. We hope to receive answers to share in future editions
of Experimentally Speaking… so that we may more narrowly focus
our efforts on the needs of our members. We have kicked off this new
feature with a few questions that were posed to staff and Executive Board
members at our 75th anniversary Annual Conference. We look forward to
your submitted questions and responses.

MEMBER PROFILE UPDATE
Please update your Member profile in your SEM account to ensure General
Data Protection Regulation compliance.

MEMBER
CORNER
During our conferences and through email, we have
had members ask various questions and now we’d
like to put those out to the broader readership to get
a sense of how you feel on particular subjects.
We welcome your responses to the following
questions. Please let us know your thoughts by
sending an email to director@sem.org with Member
Corner as the subject line or by posting on our
Facebook page.

Q1

We have many working parents that enjoy the
SEM community and want to participate in our
conferences, is there interest in having childcare
provided during conference hours?

Q2

In what journals are you publishing your research?
Do they include SEM’s three peer-reviewed journals?

COMMENT 1

Stay tuned for monthly emails to the membership
telling you what is new.

Do you have questions or comments you’d like to
submit? Send them to director@sem.org so we can
include them in this feature in the future.
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2018 SEM ANNUAL
SEM’S 75TH ANNIVERSARY:
CELEBRATING PAST ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND
EXPLORING NEW FRONTIERS
IN EXPERIMENTAL MECHANICS
JUNE 4-7, 2018 AT THE HYAT T REGENC Y GREENVILLE, GREENVILLE, SOUTH C AROLINA USA
HIGHLIGHTS AND AWARDS OF 2018 IN GREENVILLE, SOUTH C AROLINA

John A. Rogers–Annual Plenary Awardee with
Kathryn Dannemann–SEM President
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Leslie Lamberson–Springer/Nature Publishing
Young Investigator Awardee with Kathryn
Dannemann–SEM President

Fu-Pen Chiang–William M. Murray Awardee
with Kathryn Dannemann–SEM President
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Michel Grediac–SEM Fellow with
Kathryn Dannemann–SEM President

Francesco Lanza Di Scalea–SEM Fellow with
Kathryn Dannemann–SEM President

Daniel Rittel –B.J. Lazan Awardee with
Kathryn Dannemann–SEM President

Rio S. Nomoto and Robert A. Peattie–2017
D.R. Harting Awardees with Kathryn
Dannemann–SEM President

Valter Carvelli–2018 D.R. Harting Awardee
with Kathryn Dannemann–SEM President

Gary L. Cloud and Kimberley Mac Donald–
Gary L. Cloud Scholarship Awardee with
Kathryn Dannemann–SEM President

Kristin Zimmerman–SEM Executive Director
with Jennifer Jordan–A.J. Durelli Awardee
with Kathryn Dannemann–SEM President

Jeffrey Helm–F.G. Tatnall Awardee with
Kathryn Dannemann–SEM President

Ghatu Subhash–M.M. Frocht Awardee with
Kathryn Dannemann–SEM President

Tresa M. Pollock and Jean Charles
Stinville–M. Hetényi Awardees with
Kathryn Dannemann–SEM President

Peter Ifju–C.E. Taylor Awardee with
Kathryn Dannemann– SEM President

Takenobu Sakai– Wolfgang Knauss
Young Investigator Awardee with
Kathryn Dannemann–SEM President

Student Paper Competition Awardees–
with Jon Rogers– SEM Treasurer

Addis Tessema, Addis Kidane (J.W. Dally Young
Investigator Awardee) and Suraj Ravindran–2017
R.E. Peterson Awardees with Eric N. Brown–JDBM EIC

Michael Prime–F. Zandman Awardee with
Kathryn Dannemann–SEM President

Tianxue Wang, Bryan Zuanetti and Vikas
Prakash–2018 R.E. Peterson Awardees
with Eric N. Brown–JDBM EIC
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2018 SEM ANNUAL
PEOPLE AND EVENTS
Attendees mingling and interacting with exhibitors during receptions and show hours.

2018 SEM ANNUAL
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SEM’S 75 TH
ANNIVERSARY

500+

Number of
attendees at
2018 SEM ANNUAL.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
2018
13 TH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON
ADVANCES IN E XPERIMENTAL MECHANICS
AUGUST 29–31, 2018

DE VERE GR AND HARBOUR HOTEL

Southampton, United Kingdom

IDICS 2018
OC TOBER 15–18, 2018

L AKE VIEW HOTEL

Hangzhou , China

2019
IMAC-X X X VII
JANUARY 28-31, 2019

ROSEN PL A Z A HOTEL

Orlando, FL USA

2019 SEM ANNUAL
JUNE 3-6, 2019

PEPPERMILL RESORT SPA C A SINO
Reno, NV USA

IDICS 2019
OC TOBER 14–17, 2019

DOUBLETREE BY HILTON

Portland, Oregon

2020
IMAC-X X X VIII
FEBRUARY 10–13, 2020

H YAT T REGENC Y HOUSTON
Houston, TX USA

XIV SEM INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS
JUNE 7-11, 2020

ROSEN PL A Z A HOTEL

Orlando, FL USA

To explore these events and others SEM and its partners are planning, please go to sem.org for more information.

