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NONLINEAR STRUCTURES AND SYSTEMS
BEST PAPER AWARD GUIDELINES

The IMAC Nonlinear Structures and Systems (NSS) Best Student Paper Award recognizes a 
young researcher who authored a paper that demonstrates originality, relevance, and impor-
tance; is high quality, organized, and clear; and offers a high degree of technical content. 

Eligibility
A paper is eligible for the competition provided its first author is a young researcher with, at the time of 
submission, no more than one year of postdoctoral experience since his or her PhD viva. Only one pa-
per per lead author may be considered for the competition, and the paper should be included in the 
IMAC proceedings. Previous awardees are not eligible. Student advisers can appear as authors on no 
more than two competition papers. None of the authors can be a member of the Review Panel.

Submission and evaluation process
As per the published publication schedule, the abstract and paper must be submitted using the 
online submission system. Intentions to take part to the competition should be indicated by se-
lecting the “Best Paper button” during abstract submission. In addition to the abstract, the au-
thors are required to briefly explain why their paper should be considered for the award. Pa-
pers entered in the competition will be assessed and ranked by the review panel. 

The winner will be announced approximately 6 weeks before the conference by the SEM. The SEM 
will note the winner within the printed and electronic version of the conference program. The win-
ner will be honored during the conference Awards Luncheon and receive a certificate from the SEM.

Review Panel
Members of the panel ranking the papers entered in the competition are the ex-
ecutive committee of the NSS Technical Division, which is currently composed 
of Prof. Gaetan Kerschen, Prof. Matthew Brake, Dr Ludovic Renson.

Questions
All questions should be directly addressed to the Secretary of the NSS 
TD, Dr. Ludovic Renson (l.renson@imperial.ac.uk).


