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MODEL VALIDATION & UNCERTAINTY QUANTIFICATION
BEST PAPER AWARD GUIDELINES

The Model Validation and Uncertainty Quantification (MVUQ) Best Paper Award was established in 2009 to 
attract high-quality publications and presentations of interest to the MVUQ community at IMAC. The Best Paper 
award is recognized with a certificate and a monetary award of $500, funded by Los Alamos Dynamics, LLC. 
Starting at IMAC 2020, the MVUQ Board will adopt the new process reflecting the changes from 
SEM. This change is being implemented to ensure the quality and visibility of the award, and to pro-
mote a more open selection process. The award is open to all IMAC participants, and when sub-
mitting the abstract, the authors who are interested in being considered for the award should 
check such option in the online submission system. An extra half-page statement is needed at 
the same time, which highlights the contributions of the work and the fitness to the award.

The following rules outline the procedure for paper eligibility: 

1. The paper must be of interest to the MVUQ community, and discuss the uses, methods, and research of 
modeling, verification, validation, and uncertainty quantification. Guidance for areas of interest can be found 
at the MVUQ Technical Division website: https://sem.org/modelvalidation-uncertainty-quantification/. 

2. The paper submissions to SEM must be done by the first stated deadline. Pa-
pers submitted after the official SEM deadline will not be considered. 

3. The paper must be submitted through the SEM website to any of the sessions under the 
MVUQ track. Submission through emails will not be considered.  Submitting to this ses-
sion only guarantees that the paper will be given full consideration, but not the award. 

4. Participants must submit a full-length paper; extended abstracts or presentation slides will not be 
considered. The paper does not have to be published in Springer proceedings to be considered.

Down-selection of the best paper submissions and evaluation of the full paper will be done by a com-
mittee solicited by the MVUQ Board.  The best paper will be determined before the conference, and the 
award will be announced and presented at the Award Luncheon on Wednesday of the IMAC week.


