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These remarks were presented at the SEM 
International Congress in Costa Mesa, 
California in June 2012.
 
I would like to start my remarks by 
expressing my sincere thanks to you 
for bestowing upon me the honor to 
serve you as President of the Society for 
Experimental Mechanics for the 2012-
2013 period. I would like to take this 
opportunity to share with you my vision 
and goals as your next president.

As I was preparing my remarks for this 
evening, I was considering the various 
ways to share with you my vision of SEM 
in the years to come.  One question that 
I kept asking myself was, “is there a need 

to explore new directions for SEM, or 
shall we maintain the same direction 
that we have followed for so many 
years?”  Clearly, the vitality and health of 
SEM relies on its membership, and if any 
new direction is to be explored, it has 
to be dictated by the members of the 
Society.  A primary role of the President 
and the Board is to listen and determine 
ways to implement the wishes of 
the membership.  I have come to the 
conclusion that my vision as the next 
president of SEM has to be consistent 
with the wishes of its own members.

What are my goals during my term as 
President? Well, they are simple and very 
straight forward, but this does not mean 
that they are not challenging and that 
they will require well defined objectives 
to achieve. 

Continue with the mission and 
current directions of SEM:  Over the 
years we have seen important changes 
on how SEM manages it affairs and 
has responded to the needs of its 
members.  Each of the past presidents 
has contributed in one way or another to 
this. As a consequence of these changes 
today we have a financially stable society 
with a many active members.  We have 
been able to survive hard economic 
times and the lessons learned through 
the process should not be forgotten. 
So we have to strive to maintain this 

direction and be vigilant about the 
financial stability and wealth of SEM.  I 
will ensure that this is the case.  The 
Board will ensure the stability and 
financial growth of the society.  I would 
be preposterous to say that I would 
achieve this by myself.

Promote growth of SEM: There are 
always emerging areas of technology 
that can be promoted and nurtured by 
SEM through conferences, publications 
and training.  I would like to enlist the 
support of the Board and the members 
to identify those areas and to take the 
first steps into making SEM the society 
that will nurture and promote these 
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The Society for Experimental Mechanics 
presented three Special Awards to 
finalists at the 2012 Intel International 
Science and Engineering Fair (ISEF), 
the world’s largest high school science 
research competition, held in May in 
Pittsburgh, PA. More than 1,500 young 
entrepreneurs, innovators and scientists 
competed to reach the finals from the 
443 affiliate fairs in 70 countries, regions 
and territories.

Judges provided by SEM for the event 
included SEM President, Peter G. Ifju, 
Board Member, Gary Foss, The Boeing 
Co., and Experimental Techniques Sr. 
Editor Jeffrey Helm, Lafayette College.

The awards, offered for projects which 
demonstrated excellence in the 
experimental study of materials and 
mechanical structures, were $2,500 for 
first place, $1,500 for second place, and 
$1,000 for third place.

SEM’s 2012 ISEF Special Awards
2012 Intel International Science and Engineering Fair

(left to right) SEM President, Peter G. Ifju, Abhishek C. Rajadas, Sara Bea 
Moore, and Ryota Ishizuka.

SEM’s 2012 ISEF Special 
Award winners and 
their research topics: 

First Award of $2,500
Project title: “An 
Organic Thin Film 
Transistor and Elastic 
Organic Solar Cell 
Based Electronic Skin 
for Biochemical and 
Tactile Sensing” 
Ryota Ishizuka, 18
Greenwich High 
School, Greenwich, 
Connecticut 

Second Award of 
$1,500
Project title: “Get Your 
Head in the Game Again 
with ALARMS!” 
Sara Bea Moore, 15
Great Mills High School, Great Mills, 
Maryland

Third Award of $1,000
Project title: “Intelligent Self-Sensing 
Composite Structures” 
Abhishek C. Rajadas, 16
McClintock High School, Tempe, Arizona

All three also were awarded other prizes.  
Ryota Ishizuka won big with a first place 
Grand Award and Best in Category with 
a prize of $8000.  Sara Bea Moore won 
a fourth place Grand Award and $500.   
Abhishek C. Rajadas won a third place 
Grand Award and $1000.

For more about the Intel International 
Science and Engineering Fair:

http://www.societyforscience.org/
intelisef2012

For a complete listing of the 2012 
Grand Award winners:

http://www.societyforscience.org/
document.doc?id=386(left to right) SEM ISEF Special Award Judges, 

Peter Ifju, Gary Foss, and Jeffrey Helm.

IMAC-XXXI Conference and Exposition 
on Structural Dynamics

Preconference Courses:  February 8-10, 2013
Conference:  February 11-14, 2013

Hyatt Regency Orange County
Garden Grove, California, USA
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SEM XII International Congress & Exposition
June 11-14, 2012 
Hilton Orange County/Costa Mesa, Costa Mesa, California USA

William N. Sharpe, Honorary Member; and Peter 
Ifju, SEM President

Nancy R. Sottos, SEM Fellow; and Peter Ifju Daniel Rittel, SEM Fellow; and Peter Ifju

Edwin O’Brien, SEM Fellow; and Thomas Proulx, 
SEM Executive Director

Eann Patterson, Editor Journal of Strain Analysis; Chiara Daraio, 
JSA Young Investigator Lecturer; Peter Ifju

Gary L. Cloud, William M. Murray Lecturer; Peter 
Ifju Continued

Many of the participants in the International Student Paper Competition and 
Poster Session
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Peter Ifju; Wei-Chung Wang, Plenary Lecturer Arun Shukla, C.E. Taylor Awardee; Peter Ifju K.T. Ramesh, B.J. Lazan Awardee; Peter Ifju

Krishnamurthi Ramesh, F. Zandman Awardee; 
Peter Ifju

Michael Prime, A.J. Durelli Awardee; Peter Ifju Peter Ifju; Hubert Schreier, G.A. Brewer Awardee

Carlos Ventura, SEM President; Emmanuel Gdoutos, SEM President-Elect; Robert V. 
Goldstein, Plenary Lecturer; and Alberto Carpinteri, SEM Executive Board Member

International Student Paper Competition Winners, left to right: 
George Crammond, 2nd place; Matthew Hudspeth, 1st place; Adam 
Kammers, 3rd place; Peter Ifju



5

August | 2012

Ioannis Chasiotis, Krishna Jonnalagadda, Ronald Polcawich, M. Hetényi Awardees; Peter 
Ifju

Sia Nemat-Nasser, M.M. Frocht Awardee; Peter 
Ifju

Arun Shukla, F.G. Tatnall Awardee; Peter Ifju

Thomas Warren, Michael Forrestal, R.E. Peterson Awardees; Peter Ifju

Eva and Sia Nemat-Nasser

Chen-Wu Wu, Nai-Shang Liou, Liren Tsai, and Jing-Fung Lin
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Scenes from the Exposition
Ming-Tzer Lin, Terry Yuan-Fang Chen, Robert 
Rowlands, and Abdul Aziz Khaja

Ye Suk Song, Zhanzhan Jia, and Kristin 
Holzworth

Michael Berg of Hysitron speaks to attendees Matt Crompton of Dantec speaks to an attendee

Art Braun of Bose and an attendee David Bird of Psylotech and an attendee

Vihn Tran and Tim Schmidt of Trilion with an 
attendee

Eleftherios Gdoutos, Alexandra Gdoutou, and 
Emmanuel Gdoutos

Frank Kosel of Specialised Imaging and an 
attendee

Chuck Taylor LaVern Starman, Derrick Langley, Richard Weisenberger, Brent Danner, and guest
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Our sincere thanks goes to the following Exhibitors:
For their sponsorhip of the SEM 2012 International Congress 

Exhibitor Dessert Break

For their sponsorhip of the SEM 2012 International Congress 
Sunday Evening Welcome Reception

For their sponsorhip of the SEM 2012 International Congress 
lanyards & registration bags

For their sponsorhip of the SEM 2012 International Congress 
registration bags

President’s Message continued from page 1

Continued

areas.  The result of exploring new 
endeavors is increased membership and 
greater international exposure of SEM 
as a vibrant society and as a source of 
unique knowledge and information.

Strengthen our links:  Over the years we 
have forged links with other groups and 
sectors.  We need to continue with these 
links and nurture them, and we also need 
to explore new links that would produce 
greater exposure of SEM to potential new 
members.  The links with the industrial 
sector are part of the backbone of SEM 
and we should ensure that SEM is a 
“destination” for companies to present 
their products and develop long lasting 
customer relations with SEM members.  
The links with government institutions 
are also part of this backbone as SEM can 
serve as a great resource of incredible 
talent among its membership that 
could be of great benefit to government 
institutions responsible for maintaining 

the leadership of the country in issues 
related to technology and national 
security. The links with academic 
institutions and research institutions 
constitute a third component of this 
backbone.  The continuity and existence 
of SEM relies on its continual renewal of 
its membership.  Academic institutions, 
including high schools, technical schools 
and post-secondary institutions, should 
know about SEM and the benefits our 
society can provide to them. The more 
they know about what we do and what 
we represent, the more interested they 
will be in being part of SEM in one form 
or another. 

We are all here because we have 
something to share and because we 
want to learn more.  We are driven by 
our need to learn, understand, and 
give something to others, and we have 
chosen SEM as the means to satisfy this 
need.  Many SEM members have given a 

lot and because of this generosity, SEM 
is now what it is and what it represents 
since its birth in 1943.  It is now my turn 
to ensure that SEM remains a vital and 
strong society for 70 years and also to 
ensure that it remains as the “Friendly 
Society.”  

Before I conclude my remarks, I would 
like to take this opportunity to recognize 
all the generosity and dedication to 
the purpose of our society by the SEM 
Headquarters Staff, the Executive Board 
Members, all Committee Members, and 
especially all the SEM Members! 

To continue the forward advance of 
the Society and to work with me, as the 
President, in making it happen, I would 
like to make the following appointments:

1.  Tom Proulx as Secretary of the Society 
2.  Jon Rogers as Treasurer of the Society 
3.  Peter Ifju, Immediate Past President, as 
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     Chair of the Administrative Council 
4.  James De Clerck, is appointed to the 
      Technical Activities Council 
5.  Charles Van Karsen, is appointed 
     as the Board Liaison to the Education  
     Committee 
6.  Nancy Sotos, current Vice President, 
      is appointed for a 2-year term as Chair 
      of the National Meetings Council 
7.  Kathryn Dannemann, is appointed for 

     2-years to the National Meetings 
     Council 
 
I am very enthusiastic and honored to 
work with this outstanding group of 
people and look forward to working 
with all of them during the next twelve 
months. I am looking forward to working 
with all of you during my presidency. 
Needless to say that if you have any ideas 

or suggestions, please let me know.
Thank you


